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| — put them upon the endeavour of a Cure. 


debur after it, and in ſome good meaſure attain it, 9 
fa 


, 9 
1 Sasa 8 


Trr. Ch. III. Ver. 2. 
To ſpeak evil of no May, "> : 


i; do), 
Eneral Perſuaſives to W do tk Life, Ty 
Rives againſt Sin and Wickedneſi at large, are certginly 
good uſe to recommend Religion and Virtue; and to ex 
the deformity and danger of a Vicious Courſe. Burt it maſt 
Ware. on the other hand, that theſe, general Diſcourſes do not 
immediately tend to reform the Lives of Men : Becauſe they fallar 
the Croud, but de net o__ the Conſciences of Particular Perſons i 
ſenſidle and awakening a anner as when we treat of particular Duties 
© Sins, and endeavour to put Men upon the practice of the one, and to 
claim them from the other, by proper Arguments taken from the Wi 
of Ged, and from the nature of particular Vertues and Vice. 
The general way is, a8 if a Phyfician, inſtead of applying partievlarl 
medics to the Diſtemper of his Patient, ſhould entertain him with a k 
Diſcourſe of Diſeaſes in , and 'of the pleaſore and 4dyantages 
Health; and earneſtly perſuade him to be well; withour taki his f 
cular Diſeaſe into confideration, and preſtribing Remedies 
But if we would cffeQually reform Men, -we muſt take to task 4 7 
and common Diſorders of their Liver, and repreſent their faults to tl 
in ſuch a manner a may convince them H the evil and danger of tl 


Aud to this end | have pitched upon one of the common and ian” 
Vices of the Age, Calumny and Evil ſpeaking, by which Men contra 
much guile to themſelves, and create fo much to others: 
Tom which li is to be feared, few or none are wholly free. For, "Wh 

4, lach the fon of Sirach ) that” hath mat offended with hu. tony 
Faxp * * ] is many. things, ſaith St. James, [ Famer 3. 2,] 
offend all And if any man not in word, the ſame i a perfi perfelt 

Bak how fie have arraia d to this Perſection? And yet unkeſs we dot 


—— is vain: So the ſame pole cells us, [ Famer 1. 26 
— you 9 te be religious, _ bridleth not his rangue, but 

wet % own heart ; that may's Religion i vin, 
— | 


+ For the mdrediſtin handling of this Argument, I 
..courſe to theſe Five Heads. 

Hrff, 1 ſhall conſider the Nature of this Vice, and whereia it coal 
Secondly, 1 hall : the due extent of this 1 7. 


eu of no Mai 
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Tal contider rhe) hs 6 Pref coiling hr 
he Apoitle, i : ut to xo Privy, not to defame ant; ſfander 
man, not to hurt bis reputation, 2s the Eri — doth 
oft. 80 that this Vice confilts in ſaying things of others which tend 
heir diſpai and reproach, to the taking away-or leg of _ 
ir Reputation and good name. And thus, whethet che things ſaid be | 
or not. If they be falſe,. and wo know it, then it-is. own right C- 
ny 3 and if we do not know'ir, n ; 
phones nes BE OO! the more injurioes, © becauſe really _ © | 
andleſs and undeſet v e 0 11248 „ 
If the thing be true, and we. nos it to be ke A Wu s Defamation, | 
j rends to the Prejudice vf oor Neighbour's Reputation-: 
ſay the Evil of others which js true, unleſt there be ſome gend reaſon 
it beſides : e 8 
ftianity todivalge the faults of others, tho they be nx 
y of them, — or ſome gther very good reaſon for itt 41 
Again ; It is Evil jpeakmg and the Vice condemn'd in the Text; whe» 
xr we be the firſt Authors vf an lll. xeport, or relate it from others; bes ; 
aſe the Man thar is evil ſpoken of is equally dem U either. way... ute” I 
in; Whether we ſpeak evil of a Man 19 his face, or behind his back. 
vay indeed feemb do be the'mere generous, but yer hb e 
le, / and that . which we call Reviling | —— is! more" mean _ 
e, And Lai, Wed fe r dee or Huribit ing. I 
done directly 2h in pref cen, tees -. 3 
NG wa ot inflacerics'; whates by a A 
e reproaghh or wir 3 — 11 folic: 


e 


re the effet to defame the n ING 

dy times the Wounds arg given — r 

jal ways of Slander j as by Queſtions, Have —— 

imations, That they are loth te ſay dren 33 
Fer it, e Tos 5 

e dark to ſuſpect the worſt. 

Theſe and ſuch like Arts, ＋ N 


©: The one may be more bur is not one jot Jeſs. favleys 
of fic @ Man ? Hoh Gate 2 
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= 2 r 


3 PA eel : Pt SIG 34 * „ g "14 
u. We will conſider #he Bere of rhix Pretabieies ts evil af 
* and the due bends ind limit i For it is not to be u ,iͥt 
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aud vill probably make no otber uſe of this diſcovery but in onglex,to 
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bes Abd el eee 4 W 
caſes very fit and reaſonable, The Qxeſtion is, in what Caſes, 2 ot 
ral Rules of Scripture and right Reaſon ve arc\wirranted30 'the WY... 
of others that is true? Fog 50 
in greerahve are noe e do this endes, great reaſon aeg neceſſy 
of ſome great evil, or the of ſome cc 
rable good to our ſelves or others. And this I take to be the n 
that advice of the Son of ira, ¶ Ecel. 19. 8. IAH het her it 7775 6 of 
or = for, talk not of other mens liues ; and if thin canſt wit lxat of 
vu them wot, that nennen 
them, \divulge them mor. 
But becauſe this e ſoffckens, 1 mall inflance/in 
of the: principal Caſes wherein Men are warranted to ſpeak;evil,of. « 
und yer in ſo doing do nor-ffend againſt this Probibirion inthe Tak. 
Ait lv is not ot caly lawful, but very commendable, and mag, 
our duty 40 de this in order to rbe probable amendment of the; Pe 
v boi evil is ſpoken. In ſuch a caſe we may tell a Man of his 10 
ly j or where it may not beit ſo ſor us to uſe that boldneſs,amd 
e may reveal his fa urls ta one who is more fit and. proper, Drees | 
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Amendment. And this is ſo far from being u breach of Charity, t. 

is dot of the beſt teſtimonit i of it. For the Party m got beg 
oe hat hath bern reported af him, * ther it is a ta give 
opportunity of vindicating himſelf: Or af he be geilty, perhaps h 
privately and y told of it, he may reform... In this Caſe the $ 
Sirach adviſeth to reveal Mens favles ; [ Ecclts; 19.43, 14. $41.4 n 
s Friend, fays he, it may be be bath not it; andif. have 4. 

that he de it n mere Adeniſb 6 it may be be hath nt fa 

«xd if be have; that ſpeak: it net ag. dimeniſh 4 frime, for 
nine if abr n believe not every tale. 
But then we muſt-rake care that this A \ 
not hing of bor own patſivog:be mingled with it; and that under pretene n 
| 
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= © 


£4. 


reprawing and reforming bien, we do not reproach and evil them, 
tell chem of their ſuultꝭ im uch a manner as iſ ve did it td ſhew ou 
' $hority rarher than our Charity. It requiret à great deal of addreſs 


| . & ion ſo to manage the buſineſs of Reproof, as not co iti F 


the Perſon whom we reprove. igſtcad of curing him. 
Tunis likewiſe is not only lawful, but our Duty; when ve 
legally valled, to bear witneſs concerning the fault and crime another, 


good Man would not be an accuſer, unleſs the puhlick good, or the previ 
n Aud then the plain reaſon of 


thing will {| — * volumary accuſation : otherwiſe it hath Ul ; 
ways among vell· manner d People been eſteem d very odious for A * f 
9 — — — the 
not of others. Magiſtrates may ſometimes think it fit. to-give ehe- | 
. ———— roſes vuid bad Man to catch another be 
_ fath;Menere fitteſi for foch dirty Work t. But they can — 
approve em, WW Ib, Pak. OA HG 
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17 mage Nature to be 
ure, than in Praiſe and Pancgyrick. When Men ſer themſel ves to { 
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0 god of him 


bie in his way ; Mace intre mures 


- Gra ay Falſhqod and Calumny. Others will bandy a falſe Rey 


dh. he 


y diftorted from iti original redditude andj 
cency. The Wir of Man doth more naturally vent ie ſelf in Satyr andl 


mend it comes hardly from them, and not #ithour great force and it 
and if any thing be firly ſaid in that kind, it doth bardly relliſh ke 
Men: Hut in the way of Iuuett ive, the. Invention of Men ig x 
and never failing Spring: And this kind of Wit is not more eaſy th th 
acceptabię i lr is greedily entertain d dad greatly applauded, ariel 
Man i* glad to hear others abuſed, not conſidering how ſoon it may4 
to his own turn to lig down and make ſpore for others, 
To ſpeak evil of other, is almoſt become the general entertain 
all Companies; And the and ſerious Buſineſs of molt Meeting 
Viſits; /after the neceſſar 3 and Compliments are — 
down and buck. bite all the World. "Tis the Sawce of Conver 
2 the Drſcourſe is counted bot flat and dull, which hath not ſamethi 
y and ſharpneſs: in it againſt ſqme-body. For Men generally 

5 i hier ee aces cha goal, are ſecretly plens'd, 
reports, and drink them in with greedineſi and delight ; tho ar the 
time they have ſo much Juſtice, as to hare thoſe that propagate them 
— much Wit, as to conclude that theſe very Perſqns vill Go tha 

in another Place and Compa 

But eſpecially, if it concerns one of another Party, zo thr dif 
ry matters of Religion; in this Caſe, all Parties ſeegs be agreed 
they do O O great ſervice in blaſting the R their Ac 
— And tho' they all pretend to be Chriftiant, ons the Sa ray 
who taught nothing but Kindneſ;, and Meekneſs, and uk ("1 
ſtrauge to ſee with a Salvage and murderous diſpolition they w 
another Reputation, and tear it in pieces: And whatever ale 
un Pr ba ve, they 7 25 none to Wees one another * the wal 


nd landerous 
750 if the bert boy good verſaries, with whars 
eaut ion do t y reteſbe it ? how 2 ions do they ra ſe 
Nee at laſt admit it? D {v5 
. hm bi. all be g hear it con d Ive heard þ 
bre. 


n. e gun yowr Jl bay howe 5 (48 
x deri ved. 


Nay it is well, iF to balance the mareer, and ae 
not clap ſome luſirmity and Fault into the other Scale, that 
fray wor go off with flying Colours. 
lat pn the other ſide, every man is 2 good and ſubCancigl Authe 
n Reporr, i do nor apply this to any one ſort of Men, tho al 
peccatar, & extra. To 
4 e Zealerrof all Parties hays got a ſcurvy Trick ot t 


2 aer alt ot ofPeope I have obſeryed the Priefts and Bigots| 
of eme to be che ableſt in this va, and to bave the f angel 


arg * n gay tar por 
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| and be ſo very fond of it. They ſeem to be deſcribed by St. eb in © | © 
in the Revelation,  Whoſeever. loveth and maketÞ a he. _ + 
other ſhrewd fign that 11 nature hes at the root of this. ice is, that 
fly forget the good that is ſaid of others, and ſeldom make mention 
; bur the contrary ſticks with us, and lies uppermoſt in our Mem- 
and is ready to come out upon all occaſions.. And-which, is yet more 
atur'd and unjuſt, many times when we do not believe it our ſelres we. | 
t to others, avith this charitable Caution, That we hope it u not true. 
in the mean time we give it our Paſ and venture to rake irs fortune - 
: believed or not, according to the gharity of thoſe into u hoſe hands * - 


dmecs. | Py | | ( "I. 4 (4+ 
endly, Another Cauſe of the Commonnels of this Vice is, that many 

o bad themſelves, in one kind or other. For to think and ſpeak ill of 0 

is. not only a bad thing, but a ſigh of a bad Men. Our Bleſſed S#> + 
» ſpeaking of the evil of the aft days, gives this as the reaſon of the 
it decay of Charity among Men; Becauſe iniquity ſhalt abound, - the | 
of many ſhell wax cold. Matth. 24. 12. Men are had themſelves, a 
are glad of any opportunity to cenſare others, and are always apt to 
2 that evil of other ien which they know by themſelves. They can- - 
have à good opinion of themſelves, and therefore are very unwilling | 
ave ſo of any body elſe ; and for this reaſon they endeavour to bring 
to a level, hoping it will be ſome juſtification of them, if they cn 
render others as bad as rhemſelyes. . % AAS a ae OO 
hirdly, Another ſource of this Vice is Malice and Reuge When Men 
in heat and Paſſion they do not conſider what is true, but hat is ſpite» 
and miſchievqus'; and ſpeak evil of others ip revenge of ſume injury 
ch they bave received from them: And when the are blinded by their 
ions, they Jay about them madly and at a venture, nat much caring 
ther the evil they ſpeak be true ar not. Nay, many are ſo deviliſh as 
Wavcor and raiſe falſe Reports on purpoſe to blaſt Mens Reputation. This 
Diabolical temper, and therefore St. Fame: tells us, that the flanderaus 
gue i ſet on fire of Hell ; And the Devil bath his very Name from C- 
ny and. falſe Accuſytion ; And it is his Nature. too, for be ip always 
y to ſtir up and foment this evil Spirit among Men: Nay, the Seripy 
e tolls us, that he hath the Malice and impudence to accuſe Men 
ore Cod 43 he did Fob, charging him with Hypseriß to God bimſelf; 
be knows, does know the heart: of all the Children of . 
ourthly, Another Cauſe of evil ſpeaking is Envy, Men look. with an 
eye upon the gogd that is in others, and think that their Reputation 
eres them, and that their commendable qualities do ſtand in ther 
It, and therefore they do what they can to caft a cloud over them, that 
bright ſhining of their Vertues may not ſcarch chew. This. make 
grerdily ro entertain, and induſtriouſſy ro publiſh any thing that 
ſerye to that purpoſe, thereby to raiſe themſelyes upon the Rina of ' 
Mens Reputatiou: And therefore as ſupn as they have got an ill 5 
of any good Man by the end, to work they preſrutly go to ſend it 

| ad by the firſt Poff : For the String 18 always ready upon their Bow | 
2 8 fy this Arrow wirh an incredible ſyiſt ue, through City ang Conn- 

| Rs = my. 


* 
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try; for fear the innocent Mac's juſtification: hould overizkt is 
Fifthly, Ano: ber Cauſe of eyil- ns ſnence and:Cerief 
/ qa icth of (alking eee in rhe other ſen,” which dos 
wiſe concern them. Some Perſong love to mingleThcmſelves io alt b 
end are loth to ſeem ignorant of ſo in «plot be ag tf "y 
and folljer of Men, LDT onipa 
therefore they do with t care p Its 
eee net Company ht > vrby yp wi or food 
not out of any great malice, but e 8 

of, aod becauſe their Parts lie chiefly that w. | 
Laſtly, Men do this many times out of — and for Diu 2 
$0 lictle do light and vain Men confider,thar a Man's Reputstion is tf Te 
and tender a Concernment to be jeſted withat; and that a:landere 

Tongue bites lik @ Serpent and won ‚ like — — 
barbarous, next to ſportiug with a Man's Life, than to p 
pour and Reputation, which too ſome Men is dearer to them —— | 
Ir is a cruel Pleaſyre which ſome Men rake in the Rep eng 
of others mach better than themſelves, and this only to divert dene 
and the Company. Solomon com pareb this ſort of Men to 
ſons ; A mad Man, ſays he, who cafteth fire-brandy, #rrowr, and ten 
65 is the Man that deceiveth bu Neighbour ; the LXX render it, ts 
Man that defameth his Neighbour, and ſaith, An I nos in port & & 
and lo D Vice, I proceed to conſder in 7 
Second , the ardinary, bur very dna awe | 
- fe8sof it; both to Av args Fes Our 
3 raed cho Parris I-mean SY it 

certainly a t jury, commonly a high Provecation, 

i matter of no © gl Grief and Tronble to — a 
It js certainly a great Iuury, and if the evil lch we Gy of thaw 
i not true; it is an Injury beyond Imagination, and beyond all poſſible'R 
5 paration. And tho we ſhould do our utmoſt endeavour afterwards tt 
their Yindication, yet that makes but little Amends ; becauſe the Vun 

Action ſeldom reacheth ſo fur as the Reproach, and becauſe commonly W 
| - are neither ſo forward to {ſpread the Vindieation, nor is it | 
| after Ill impreſſions are onoe made The ſolititous Vindication-of 4 Mw 
ſelſ is, at the beſt, din an ter. game; and for the moſt part a Marth 
| nnen the hazard of making the matter worſe dran | 
vill add one thing more, That it is an injury that deſcends ro à g 
Children and Poſterity; becauſe the goad or ill Name of the rade 

. riyeddownto them, and many times the belt thing he bark to leave Ut 
is the Reputation of his anble2nifh'd Verrue and Worth: And do we mal 
vo Conſcience to rob his innocent Children of the beſt part of 'this/ſimall 
++, Parrigony, and of all the kindneſs that would have been done them fot 
| their Father's ſake, if his Reputation had not been ſo undefervedly ſtaia d 
Is it vo Crime by the Breath of our Month at once to blaſt @ Man's Ref 

tation, and to ruin his Children, perbaps to all Poſterity > Can ve miket 
Jeſt of ſo ſerious a matter? Of an Injury ſo. very had oder rk e 
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| J. Af ir be dn er od And peripy twill des un "(1 
I 16 wb it and if dei vot, will be ohr rum in the other. 6 
Aae tke heſt har the matter of rhe Sander pony & 
toll wer is*colifiderably dd, rho newer ſo defevyedly, . . 
| . Rs tom wp > 
: a cee bee is ugarevi by h 
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f his bounty being apt 
3 8 © very 
e nity be ng bad dd ve can imagine, 
deſperate Qutrels Tum reaſon the We e e 5 
. ſays e, 7. „ friend: | 
4 fat —_ Por ie Bath beard and obſerved. | 
_ 18. 8, & that is; oe Guy or otheritwill'prodably cm t 
edge, and ohr. thy time conreth be wu ye trad 8 g 
1 — | WET 8" 4 
the beſt, it igulways matter of Gig Fo lie rede ther E * 
Chriſtianity, which'is the $ d Ihfceurron tothe Word, for- 
ud che doing of thoſe thingy hereby ve tay grid drr. "A, 
good Nate u a tender thing, 2nd e Reds e eee 
even of a wiſt and good Min; ADS YH abs —— | 
* the more nnen * 
nor is he cbnſcious to WimMarF that le hath dvfer Vd it. 
ech The Cſequen Sdn Vie ug 9 e york mor * 9 
ever is vont to ſpeak evil of other: rern dug chkreQer-of | 
rhe vet e 1 eſe 1 eee, 5 
dude chat he ſpeaks — +7 
were rk rhe fond ptr ves Vi be or de 
an could be fo blind as not to fee this, .. 
dd it is A well wort of ir contri, which ar Spots: ire: 
is very Cafe,” That With" what wt: MA 2 ir ſhall bs 
ard ia 4 ; Marr: 1. und fh iuy times he 
, For there batdly any cling wherein Map kind ole Wore Bri jan” 
and eqhality! an ere e 
ay, Reyetige often goes acer chan Werds A teproachful and | 
us Spebth bath coft many 4 Mun a Duet, und in that᷑ the loſt n | 
Life, at che Murdex of anocher, perhaps with'the loſs of his ⁹m 
Fn ae vonder d Lr d flencthig wake wes | 
nd cho! neither of ice great delle thi tapen eo, us, yet this” | 
n many other ways. Ae e the:  _ 
ce of thi and rhe 2 of — rs host Mud ned 
good - vill come to Rana in nes of before he dies. So ch e 
an only — his oH N he ooghs ro vefraln fr #viÞ; — 
ting, What wan is be, faith che 7 IR, rhat Hefireth Me, "unilo>* © - 
h many days, that — (gp 1 Fl e Bene , 
lips from fytaking falſtovd, 266 Fs þ | * 
28 is an infinitely greater Dan Le err ibn W 5M 
x our klves in this ex) Naas, * * 83 e : 4 
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Ausg. Lo. Jomerenprelly tells vs; if ov mn ang you ſeemeth o 
| — and bridlet ih not hn tongue, — be. Tow heart, 
Aut Religion u vain, James 1.26. Aud St. Pax! pars Slanderers and 
vilers among thole that /o#7 wot inherit the Kingdom of G Ad 
Bleſſed Sieur hath told us, That by eur words we ſhall be juftified, 
Sy eur words we ſbal be condemned, 1 Cor. 6. 10. To which 1 will addi 
counſel given us by the Wiſz-may, Refrain your tongue from the back þ 
' Shg," for there is u word ſo ſecret that h ge for neught,)and the 
rhot\fandereth layeth the ſoul, (Wiſdom of Solomon,t.11,) I proceed in 
Iten place, to add ſeme furt ber Arguments and conſiderations to 
uu off from this Vice: . | 
Huff, That the uſe of Speech is 2 peculiar Prerogative of Man abs 
other Creatures, and beſtowed upon him for ſome excellent end and purpe 
That by this Faculty we might communicate our thoughts more eakily 
one another, and conſult together for our mutual comfort and beef 
Not to enable us to be hurtful and injurious, but belpful and beneficial 
one another. The Pſalmiſ, as by luterpreters is generally thought, g 
our Tepgye our. glory, therewith we praiſe Ged and hieſt Men, Ny 
bleſs i to ſpeak well of any, and to wiſh them well. So that we pet 
the yſe of Speech, and tutu our Glory into Shame, when, we abuſe this 
culiy to the Injury and Reproach of gny,, ' al, 
Seconaly. Conſidering how cheap aukindneſs it is to ſpeak well, ar la 
not to ſpeak ill of any. A good word is an eaſy obligation, hut not to ſpe 
ill requires only our Silence. which coſts us nothing Some inſtantes of Ch 
rity are chargeadlc, as tu relieve the wants and neceſſities ot others : T1 
expence geters many from this kind of Charity. But were oe ter 
| |<overous, he might afford another his good 'vord; at Jeaft he might 
>. \ frain from ſpeaking ill of him; eſpecially if it be contider'd how 4 
mu have paid tor a {landerous and reproachful Wort. 
+ Thirdly, Conſider that no Quality doth ordinarily recommend ane mne 
to the favour and good-will of Men, than'tobe free from this Vice. Eyc 
one; defires ſuch Man's Friendſhip, and is apt to repoſe a great truſt a 
confidence in him: And when be is dead, Men will praiſe ig. and nent 
V Piery towards God, ang Righteouſneſs to Men, gothing is thought a n 
' tignificant commendation, than that he was never, or very rareſh, bear t 
ſpeak ill of ãny. It was a ſingular Character of a Roman Gentleman, Neſcin 
quid eſt maledicere, He knew not what it mar to give any Man an jll 
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| Fourthly, Let every Man lay his hand upon his heart, and conſider ho 
Wy Himſelf is apt to be affected with this ylage. Speak thy Conſcience 
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2 way, to-puniſh one fault-by another; But let no Man encourage hi 
in un evil way with this hope, that he ſhall eſcape the cenfure of k 
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